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O ABSTRACT 0O

Giardia lamblia is one of the most common intestinal parasites in the world and in
Syria. It infects human through swimming, drinking, or eating fresh vegetables irrigated
with water contaminated by waste water rich in Giardia cysts. Therefore, this research
aims to investigate the prevalence of Giardia lamblia cysts in Al-kabir al-shamali river in
Lattakia. Three contaminated sites were selected on the river. the first one was
contaminated with waste water from some inhabited areas in Al-jinderiyah, the second site
was contaminated with waste water of cow farm in the same area, and the last one was
contaminated with treated waste water of Al-jinderiyah -Ein al-laban waste water treatment
plant. Samples were collected from the chosen sites twice a season along September 2016
to September 2017. The microscopic examination results have revealed the presence of
Giardia cysts in the three locations. The highest concentration was recorded in the first site
(35 cysts L™, followed by the second site (12 cysts L™), and the lowest concentration was
recorded in the third site (9 cysts L™). Giardia cysts concentrations varied with seasons,
the highest value was detected in Winter and the lowest one in Spring.
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