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O ABSTRACT 0O

This study was conducted in Lattakia Governorate in 2017, with the aim of evaluating
methods of using state-owned agricultural land (SOAL). The study methodology based on
comparative analysis of many indicators to evaluate SOAL management.

The results showed that the area actually invested of the total state-owned agricultural
lands in Lattakia Governorate reached 2980 ha out of 10663 hectares, which is limited to
28% of the total available area. Most of this invested area was leased to the farmers
through social research, as a basic way for management of SOAL lands. According to that,
the area leased to farmers constituted 27.7% of the total available land, while a small area
of 21 hectares was recently invested by private investment projects (agricultural, industrial,
service, tourism) during the period (2013-2017). However, the fundamental principle of
leasing these lands to farmers is to solve the problem of squatting on a large part of SOAL
in this governorate, which amounted to about (20.9%) of the total available area.

The State revenues from the leasing of state-owned agricultural land were estimated at
(2500) SP / dunum. While, These revenues increased by (7-10) times when investing of
these lands through private investment projects, which estimated at an average of (40273)
SP / dunum. The maximum of these revenues is estimated at an average of (100) thousand
SP / dunum in the case of livestock production projects, while the minimum was in the
case of quarrying projects estimated at an average of (16) thousand SP / dunum. Taking
into account the environmental and social impacts of SOAL management, the priority of
investment in land-intensive commercial agriculture projects was better compared to other
investment projects. Thus, the existence of a large part of the state-owned agricultural
lands outside the investment or leasing process is a loss of the national economy
financially and socially, where the lost revenues can be estimated at about 0.192-3.2 billion
SP annually.

Key words: Land management, state land, state-owned agricultural land, state land
revenues
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