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O ABSTRACT O

The aim of the study was to detect the occurrence of monogenea worms on the gills of two
fish species Mugil cephalus and Liza aurata in Lattakia coast, and to determine their
species and prevalence rate.

The fish samples were collected randomly from two sites, differing in their environmental
conditions (Lattakia port site and Al-Kabeer Al-shamali river estuary site), on Lattakia
coast, using fishing nets, during the period from 8/6/2016 to 10/5/2017; one time /month.
The results of the microscopic examination of wet smears were taken from gills revealed
infection by Ligophora spp. worms. The species Ligophora mediterranus was isolated and
classified from gills of both studied fish species Mugil cephalus and Liza aurata in general
prevalence rate 18.08%.

The results showed that Liza aurata was more susceptible to L. mediterraneus than Mugil
cephalus with infection rate of 25% and 17.36% respectively. However, both species
( Mugil cephalus and Liza aurata )that cought from Lattakia port were more infected with
L. mediterraneus in a general infection rate of 18.18%.

The highest occurrence of L. mediterraneus on gills of both fish speices in both studied
sites was in Spring (30.76%), followed by Summer (23.3%), while the lowest incidence
rate was in Autumn.

The species L. mediterraneus on gills of Mugil cephalus and Liza aurata fish in Lattakia
coast was recorded for the first time in Syria in this study.

Key words: Mugilidae , Monogenea , Ligophora spp., Ligophora mediterraneus , Syrian
Coast.
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