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O ABSTRACT 0O

The objective of this research was to determine properties of weakly developed
Mountainous soils (Ochrepts) in al kadmous region.

Four profiles under natural plant cover were studied, the main achieved results were:
soils color was dark brown in the surface horizons, and it changed to brown reddish in B,
Horizon.

Soil clay content was very high in the whole profile especially in By, horizon, and
also humus content in horizon A, calcium and magnesium were also dominants on
exchange complex, and the presence of metamorphic B Cambic horizon was recorded.

From a classification point of view, five main groups were recorded: Calcareous,
Lithic, Vertic, Typical, Flouvents. Whereas from development point view, they represent
transitionary state between Mollisol and forest soils saturated with alkali (Alfisol). The soil
was generally deep under natural plant cover and plane topographic or gently sloped on
different parent materials which are spread in the region.

Keywords: weakly developed soils, Cambic horizon, alkali saturated forest soils.
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