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O ABSTRACT 0O

The lower reach of AlSanawber river (of the coastal area of Syria) was studied for its
abiotic (physical and chemical properties) and biotic features during the period 4/3/2012
till 4/8/2013. Samples were taken bimonthly during spring, summer and fall, and monthly
during winter.

Nine species of molluscs were found: 7 belonging to Gastropoda (4 of Prosobranchia and
3 of Pulmonata) and the other 2 belonging to Bivalvia.

The results of the environmental study on Hydrobia ulvae, in regards of population
structure and kinetics, will be presented in this paper.

The relationship between shell longitudinal and cross growths and between shell
longitudinal growth and dry weight were investigated. Population dynamics revealed a
continuous reproduction of the species throughout the year, and two obvious reproduction
periods were found: a long one in spring and a relatively short one in fall. The mean
individual lifespan is estimated to be 12 months.

Key words: AlSanawber river, Freshwater molluscs, Gastropods, population kinetics,
population structure.
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