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O ABSTRACT 0O

The forests and natural plantations in Syrian coast are exposed to violations appeared by
continuous and increasing erosion by transforming them into agricultural soils This will¢
have negative effects on the properties of these soil.

This research aims to study the effect of change in land use in some soil properties.

(20 sites were identified as 10 forest sites and 10 natural plants), some of them were
transformed into agricultural soil (from Qardaha region), soil samples were collected from
forest, natural vegetation and agricultural soil which transferred from them at (0-25 cm depth).

Soil bulk density, distribution of individual particles, mean wight diameter were
performed. Forest and natural plantation were used as control.

The results showed deterioration of soil properties due to conversion of forest and natural
plantation to agricultural land.

Both organic carbon, clay and silt ratios, main wight diameter, were decreased
significantly in agricultural soils compared to natural plantation and forest soils.

The properties mentioned has reached respectively the highest rate of decline in the studied
sites when converting the forest system and natural plant to an agricultural system
(%77.42),(%31.81) ),(%52.65), (%84.07).

The results showed as well, an increase in bulk density, sand ratios in agricultural soil
compared to the forest and natural plantation soil. The highest density was observed in the
studied sites when converting the forest system and the natural plant system into
agricultural soil (%26.08) while the ratio was (%72.43) for sand.

Key Word : Land Use, Forest, Natural plantation, Qardaha region.
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