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O ABSTRACT 0O

Background: people with cancer experience great changes in their life as a result of
disease, treatment and disease prognosis which affect their quality of life .with the goal of
investigating breast cancer patient's quality of life during chemotherapy in Tishreen
hospital in Latakia..

Methods: 60 patients were invited to complete the European organization of research
and treatment quality of life questionnaire version 3 and breast cancer quality of life
module during their early stage of chemotherapy.

Results : the results show that the (73.3%) were under the age of fifty and half of
them reported total health status score under (50) which reflects low quality of life in
addition to impaired psychological ,social, cognitive and role functioning. Also more than
67% of patient suffered from chemotherapy- related side effects as nausea and vomiting,
dyspnea, loss of appetite, insomnia, and fatigue. In addition to variance in quality of life
scores according to age, marital status, occupation and level of education without changing
of it by educational level. In addition to that the majority of patient had impaired sexual
function and upset of hair loss and arm symptoms but with positive and optimistic future.

perspective. No significant differences in quality of life scores were found between
urban and rural patients. Conclusion. Health care provider should assess routinely cancer
patient quality of life during treatment to ascertain of providing appropriate care with
supportive services for all patients

Key words: breast cancer , chemotherapy, quality of life.
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