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O ABSTRACT 0O

As one of metaplasma in languages, dissimilation has played a highly significant role
in changing the modes of words in standard Arabic, which have enlarged the Arabic
dictionary throughout the ages.

This research aims at detecting the influence of dissimilation in deriving the
quadrilateral words out of trilateral geminated words, depending on a data consisting of
more than 2800 quadrilateral roots, collected by the researcher from one of the largest
Arabic dictionaries: Lisan Al-Arab.

Through this research, which adopts a recent linguistic concept, the researcher wants
to establish contact with the Arabic linguistic heritage. By doing so, he seeks the ancient
linguists’ attitudes toward the modem linguistic concept, which, in turn, helped to interpret
the way many quadrilateral words are derived by the dissimilation. That contact, however,
has been based on a scientific objective argument and constructive criticism of the ancient
viewpoints, which violate objective science. On the other hand, this research gives the
credit to the ancient scholars for their outstanding attempts on etymologizing the
quadrilaterals.
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